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• Total # of attendees = 183
• Number of abstracts submitted = 115
• Number of invited oral presentations = 33
• Total number of oral presentations = 58
• Number of poster presentations = 61

Conference by the numbers



Country distribution of attendees
Country # of 

participants
Country # of 

participants
Austria 2 Portugal 1
Belgium 1 Russia 4
Canada 6 Spain 7
France 20 Sweden 3
Germany 30 Switzerland 3
Italy 6 United Arab 

Emirates
1

Netherlands 3 United 
Kingdom

18

New Zealand 1 United States 54
Norway 1



NASA-ESA Signing of SOI

What we observed: The impact of the SOI signed by 
NASA-ESA on the morale at the conference cannot be 
understated. People found this to be a big deal, and it 
had the effect of motivating and focusing the 
conference participants. This public signing had a 
powerful effect and added a real ‘buzz’ to the rest of 
the event. A lot of people are ready now to buckle 
down and get to work knowing that they have 
definitive support from their leaders.

- S. Vijendran & D. Beaty



Your thoughts…

The audience was invited to participate 
through online Q&A on www.menti.com





Position Statement # 1 

The scientific exploration of Mars and the 
search for extra-terrestrial life have 
advanced to the point that the return of 
samples from Mars is more important than 
ever to enable the next big discoveries in 
Mars exploration.



Position Statement # 2

Capitalising on major engineering progress 
in recent years by the world’s space 
agencies and industries, we are technically 
ready to start the development of the flight 
missions associated with retrieving the 
samples.



Position Statement # 3

In parallel, planning for the potential 
receipt and evaluation of the samples has 
started, and should accelerate, as well as 
for the processes associated with making 
the samples available to the world’s science 
community. 



Given the nature and scope of the Mars 
Sample Return campaign, we expect that 
engaging the public early and keeping them 
involved throughout will be a particularly 
important component of this effort. 

Position Statement # 4



Position Statement # 5

We have the opportunity and the motivation 
to make the Mars Sample Return campaign an 
international endeavour and a reality for all 
humankind.





• Presentation slides and posters are 
available on the conference website. 

• Full video recording of the conference to 
be made available shortly.

https://atpi.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/2nd-
international-conference-on-mars-sample-
return/home/ExtraContent/ContentPage?page=8

Conference proceedings
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