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Developments in Mars Exploration 
Since October 2010 MEPAG Meeting

� The Decadal Survey was released in March
� MSR rover/cacher highest priority for large missions
� President’s budget released
� Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) shipping to the cape 

this month to prepare for launch
� Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution Mission 

(MAVEN) is continuing development as the 2013 Scout 
mission (B. Jakosky, PI) 

� ESA and NASA have signed an agreement for  joint 
2016 and 2018 missions, and a joint selection for 
Investigations for the 2016 ExoMars Orbiter was made 

� Discovery Step 1 selections include Geophysical 
Monitoring Station (GEMS), a proposed Mars mission



Goals for this Meeting

• Update the community on progress in the 
exploration of Mars, including NASA and the 
European Space Agency

• Discuss Decadal Survey results and MEPAG 
response

• Listen and provide input to report of Mars Sample 
Return End-to-end International SAG (E2E-iSAG)

• Evaluate landing site selection process proposed 
for MSR

• Initiate activities by MEPAG to develop positions 
and inputs to future Mars exploration activities



MEPAG Agenda, Day 1



MEPAG Agenda, Day 2


