
MARS EARLY CAREER TRAVEL GRANT Information 
MEPAG Meeting 38 – April 15-17, 2020 – Washington DC region 
 
Deadline: 5pm EDT Friday March 6, 2020  
 
The next face-to-face Mars Exploration Program Analysis Group (MEPAG) 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday-Friday, April 15-17, 2020 (#38: 
https://mepag.jpl.nasa.gov/meetings.cfm?expand=m38), in Arlington, VA. 
To encourage and enable more Early Career participation in this MEPAG 
meeting, the NASA Mars Program Office (MPO) is making available travel 
awards for up to three early career scientists or engineers with an interest or 
role in the Mars Exploration Program.  
 
EDIT [Feb 25]: The intent of this travel award is to support MEPAG meeting 
participation of newer Mars community members who have developed some 
breadth of professional experience, ideas, and Mars community engagement, 
but who are not yet established/broad enough to participate in MEPAG 
discussions and activities through other avenues/via other support. Based on 
community comments, the eligibility criteria for the award have been 
modified to be more inclusive. In additional to anyone previously eligible, we 
welcome applications from people who are current students or who are more 
than 10 years past their last degree, but due to personal circumstances they 
consider themselves to have early career status – a space is now available 
for their explanation. 
 
Eligibility [UPDATED to be more inclusive - Feb 25]: 

- Applicant must be a U.S. citizen, legal resident, or working at a U.S. 
institution on a valid visa. 

- Applicant must be over 18 years of age. 
- Applicant should be an "early career" contributor to Mars exploration -- 

generally we take this to mean the applicant is not currently be a student 
and is within 10 years of their terminal degree. However, if one feels that 
although they are not of early career status by those criteria (i.e., are 
currently a student or are more than 10 years from terminal degree), but 
their circumstances are such that they are deserving of early career 
status (e.g., they had taken time off due to caregiving for a child or 
elderly parent, or have worked in Mars missions but have recently 
returned to school to pursue a related degree), they are welcomed to 
apply and include an explanation of why they qualify as an early career 
applicant. 

- Applicant should have an interest or role in the Mars Exploration Program 
(e.g., working on Mars-related research or involvement with a Mars-
relevant mission) and plan to attend the full MEPAG Meeting 38. 

 
To be considered for this funding, submit an application form by the deadline 
listed above. Selection for the travel award will be based on anticipated 
participation in the MEPAG meeting (including first-author presentations and 
discussion about white paper concepts – note that submission of a white 

https://mepag.jpl.nasa.gov/meetings.cfm?expand=m38


paper concept1 is not required but would be considered) and demonstration 
of financial need. NASA Headquarters will make the selections and MPO aims 
to notify awardees within two weeks of the submission deadline. Awardees 
will likely be asked to assist during parts of the rest of the MEPAG meeting 
(e.g., to serve as mic runners during a discussion period) although we will 
aim to not overly infringe on their ability to participate in the meeting. 

For each awardee, travel costs up to $1500.00 will be reimbursed according 
to JPL/government-specified allowances. Reimbursable costs will include 
transportation (e.g., airfare, mileage to/from airport, parking, rental car) and 
lodging/per diem. Note that in some cases, actual expenses may exceed the 
funding provided. For reference, lodging/per diem rates can be found at 
www.gsa.gov and generally flights are required to be on US-carriers. Note: 
Those are depending on travel assistance should not make travel 
arrangements until they have been notified that they have received an 
award. Failure to comply with these recommendations and/or NASA travel 
requirements may prohibit partial or full reimbursement.  

Questions about this program should be directed to Dr. Serina Diniega 
(serina.diniega@jpl.nasa.gov). For further information and the application, 
see http://mepag.nasa.gov/student.cfm?expand=student.   
 
Instructions: 

1. Please fill out the application online at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUdDWsn8BKgr9P2bPTSI
2G2J7fo8hGksFziUBVsZwQmzqWuA/viewform by the deadline (above). 

 
The application will ask for: 
• Your full name 
• U.S. Citizen? If no, indicate status within the U.S. (including visa type, 

country of citizenship, etc.). 
• Terminal Degree: University, Department, Degree/year  
• Current position: Institution, position title, position duration  
• Your contact information: Email, Phone (day) 

 
1. Please explain your interest or role in the Mars Exploration Program.  
2. How do you plan to participate in the MEPAG Meeting? (A draft agenda 

for MEPAG Meeting 38 will be posted on the MEPAG website, in the 2nd 
Information Circular, by the end of February. In your answer, please 
include if you have submitted a Decadal Survey (DS) white paper 
concept to the meeting and/or will be contributing towards a DS white 
paper concept or other area of DS preparation.) 

3. How would attending this meeting benefit your career? 

                                                 
1 More information on this will be included in the 2nd Information Circular for the meeting, which will be 
posted by the end of February. EDIT [Feb 25]: this is now available: 
https://mepag.jpl.nasa.gov/meetings.cfm?expand=m38 
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4. How important is receiving this travel award for enabling your in-person 
attendance at this meeting? (This answer should include explanation of 
financial need.) 

5. (OPTIONAL) Please explain the circumstances around why you consider 
yourself to have early career status, even though you are currently a 
student or are more than 10 years from your terminal degree. 


